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Just Sayin’ ... Alex Hentschel

O

Which Bible Character Are You?

h boy, do I have something for you to try! Settle in! Grab
a pencil! Avoid the self-revelation that you could find by
reading the actual Bible, and instead waste your time
taking my quiz!
When I register for classes, I try to
pick:
A. The easiest ones possible that fulfill
my requirements. Blogwriting 101? Sign
me up.
B. Ones that will edify me spiritually
and emotionally.
C. Whatever the Lord tells me to pick.

When I go to chapel, I:
A. Sometimes fall asleep, usually don’t. OK, usually do.
B. Pay good attention; try to absorb everything and genuinely enjoy it.
C. Always lift my hands for the praise band, sit in the second row behind Dr. Thomas White and take dutiful notes.
When my roommate’s alarm has gone off 27 times, I:
A. Turn it off entirely. Disconnect it. Throw it in the shower
and electrocute it. Good luck waking up for clinicals NOW.
B. Ask politely that they turn it off.
C. Gently wake him/her up with waffles that you’ve just
made. Strum a Chris Tomlin song on your guitar and let them
know they’re deeply loved, even in their deep and terrible sin.
When I get a terrible grade in Composition, I:
A. Submit a complaint to the administration, whining
about the unfairness of the syllabus.
B. Ask the professor how I can improve it and re-submit a
new copy.
C. Go to my professor’s office with a box of Lindt truffles
and three brand-new essays to choose from.
When mom calls me in the middle of class, I:
A. Answer it. Talk through the lecture. “Yeah, Ma, I’m

BEOC

(Big Event On Campus)
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getting good grades...”
B. Decline, but send her a text letting her know you’ll get
back to her soon.
C. Apologize profusely to the class for interrupting their
precious learning time, apologize profusely to your mom for not
getting to speak with her more often, apologize to the phone for
your continual mistreatment of it, apologize to your notes for
not taking them well.
Don’t lie. Answer truthfully. And check out your results...
Mostly A’s: You are Haman. You’re so terrible, dude. You are
Toby from The Office. Nobody wants you around. We leave you
alone for one second, and you start planning to kill all the Jews.
What the heck, man? We don’t want you at our dinner parties,
but we invite you out of obligation. And then when you come, you
get in a screaming match with the host’s wife. Didn’t even bring a
snack to share. You’re not all that great, but you want everyone to
bow down to you — literally. You’re the worst.
Mostly B’s: You are Daniel. There is no fault found with you.
You’re a Discipleship Leader, an RA, in a chapel band, a Global
Outreach leader, in Student Government, and give hand-knitted
pot-warmers to orphans every other Wednesday. Keep sticking it
to oppressive governments, man.
Mostly C’s: You are Job. Honestly, your holier-than-thou
attitude is starting to annoy all of us, even God. It’s really great
that even though your roommate stole your Nutella and spread
it all over your sheets, and Dr. Jones is failing you in Bio 101 and
your significant other broke up with you (maybe they even wiggled
their fingers and cursed you a bit), you are STILL praising the
Lord! When Chucks runs out of ice cream, you say, “The Lord
giveth cookie dough, and he taketh away. Blessed be the name of
the Lord.”
If you’re upset with your result, ask yourself ... why did I take
this quiz in the first place?
Alexandria Hentschel is a junior international studies and Spanish double major and the Off-Campus news editor for Cedars.
She enjoys old books, strong coffee, and honest debate.

Cardboard Canoe Race		

3-5 p.m., Oct. 5, Cedar Lake
Watch students race handmade cardboard canoes across Cedar Lake
in this annual event that is bound to be a splash.

What did God teach you over
the summer?

Callahan Jones

Cedars Digital and Design Editor
This summer was
an odd time for me
spiritually. It was the
first summer I’ve had
since I started school
where I wasn’t feeling
alone, depressed and
anxious. I often felt
worried about the
future, my friendships,
returning to school and being away from
school (both, I know).
It was these summers that I often threw
myself onto God, knowing that he was
the only thing I really needed and that he
could help me defeat these false feelings
about my (quite honestly) amazing life.
I’m not trying to lessen these issues for
people who experience them. This is just
my experience with them.
This last summer, without those feelings,
I struggled with a different feeling
altogether, one of not actually needing
God. After all, the problems which I
usually relied upon God for were no
longer present, what do I need him for?
However, it quickly became apparent
that these feelings were just as untrue
as my feelings of loneliness from times
in the past. He is much more than that,
much more than something I should just
call on and “rely on” when I’m in times
of trouble. It is in these times now that
Proverbs 3:5-6 often comes to mind:
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and
do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him, and
he will make straight your paths.”
That is what God taught me this summer.
I can not rely on myself or my own
thoughts no matter how well my life may
be going. I should be relying on God all of
the time, regardless of anything else.
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Meet the Editors
Keegan D’Alfonso
Editor-in-Chief
Keegan is a senior journalism
major. He enjoys telling
stories about his time in the
Marines, making corny
jokes and sharing his
passion for intercultural
communication.

Paolo Carrion
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Paolo is a junior journalism
major. He is learning how to
cook, and his roommate is
very proud of the srirachaglazed chicken he made for
dinner that one time.
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Breanna Beers
Off-Campus News Editor
Breanna is a sophomore
molecular and cellular Biology
major. She loves exercising
curiosity, hiking new trails and
quoting The Princess Bride
whether it’s relevant or not.

Callahan Jones
Digital and Design Editor
Callahan is a senior
journalism major. In his
free time, he enjoys
making coffee, being
overly critical about
music and playing
games with friends.
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Shelby McGuire
Campus News Co-Editor
Shelby is a sophomore
journalism major. She
enjoys working out as well
as feeding her caffeine
addiction and pretending
that she has her life
together.

Tim Miller
Sports Editor
Tim is a junior marketing major.
He enjoys having a baby face,
knowing too much about
supplemental insurance
and striving to perfect the
optimal combination of
Dwight Schrute and Ron
Swanson.
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Madeleine Mosher
Campus News Co-Editor
Madeleine is a sophomore
journalism major. When
she’s not complaining about
homework or having a snack,
she enjoys coffee, words and
rock ‘n’ roll.

Tasha Peterson
Photography Editor
Tasha is a senior visual
communication design
major and designer
for Cedars. She loves
exploring the world,
eating plants and
making dad jokes.
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OFF CAMPUS

Californian Combustion
Why the West Coast has been blazing this year
by Breanna Beers

I

t’s been said that California’s four seasons are riot, earthquake, flood and
fire. As cynical as this may be, the last
of these has been raising international concern for the past few months.
For the past several years, California
has been plagued by drought, which combines with the region’s intense heat and
coastal winds to produce an ideal climate
for the start and spread of wildfires. According to the California state website, as of
Aug. 26, there have been 4,434 fires recorded and almost 900,000 acres consumed this
year. Although the total number of fires is
comparable to the same interval last year,
the number of acres consumed has nearly
quadrupled.
Cassidy Wilkinson, a sophomore nursing student from Los Angeles, was evacuated from her home in early May because of
an approaching wildfire.
“Where my house is, it backs up right
on a mountain, and California’s great for being dry and hot,” Wilkinson said. “So a lot of
car fires will start right there, and the cars
will overheat and they’ll pull over and then
set the hill on fire.”
To a certain extent, biology professor
Dr. Mark Gathany said, wildfires are a natural and essential part of the California ecosystem.
“Those systems require fire to be maintained,” Gathany said, “because if we don’t
burn them, fuel just keeps building until the
lightning strikes and then you have a huge
fire.”
However, the situation in California
this year goes beyond the expectations for
the typical summer fire season. Tens of
thousands of firefighters have been working
on the blazes, with long days and little relief,
aided by additional manpower from across
the United States and several countries.
Despite the intense pressure, Wilkinson
said, these men and women are incredibly
effective, prioritizing human life and safety
above all else.
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“Area Closed for Fire Recovery” signs quarantine areas in Aliso Wood Canyon affected by a fire in June.
“They’re always really quick,” Wilkinson said. “They’re super good at alerting everybody when to get out. It’s not often that
someone is stuck in their home because they
didn’t hear about a fire. ... They’re really
selfless and willing to put their lives on the
line for people and to protect their homes.
That’s their number-one goal.”
Wilkinson said evacuations because of
fires happen “a few times every few months,”
usually forecast by the helicopters rising
above the smoke on the horizon. But while
Wilkinson has grown used to the occasional
dangers of the southern California climate,
she puts the wildfires happening further upstate in a separate category altogether.
“The fires are pretty common, so it
doesn’t really affect me anymore because
I’ve lived there my whole life,” Wilkinson

said. “But the fires that are happening in
northern California, like in Redding, those
are way more intense. Obviously, homes
have burned down and people have died, so
that’s something that’s been on our mind a
lot since we love our state and it’s hard to
see so many people losing their lives.”
In Northern California, the Carr fire
alone has raged across 230,000 acres, destroyed or damaged nearly 2,000 buildings and killed six people, including three
firefighters. Now 96 percent contained, the
Carr fire is the sixth most destructive blaze
in state history.
According to Gathany, the ecology of
the northern and southern regions of the
state explains the varied frequency and intensity of the fires. While Southern California typically has a greater frequency of fires,

photo by Tasha Peterson

the north is currently experiencing more intense, raging blazes, despite the area’s usual
relative stability.
“All of the different grasslands, shrublands, forests of all kinds are very different systems,” Gathany said. “We talk often
about fire return intervals. ... In the more
southwest U.S. our returns are typically two
to 10 years in one location. So you would
expect to see more [fires], because they’re
growing more grasses and shrubs there. As
you go up further north — so, as you get into
Yosemite, which has a big fire active right
now — those places would be expected to
be burning [at a return interval of] multiple
decades to centuries, just because of the nature of the system: the weather, the climate,
the trees that are typical up in there, how
long it takes them to accumulate that much
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Photo by Cassidy Wilkinson
Helicopters carry water and fire retardants to the flames to
help contain the blazes.

Photo by Tasha Peterson
Smoke from the Holy Fire, burning since Aug. 6, obscures the
morning sun, casting an eerie orange glow in Mission Viejo.

Photo by Cassidy Wilkinson
Smoke clouds are visible for miles in areas near the fires.

fuel to get started.”
According to Gathany, dry, abundant fuel is the significant factor that allows these massive fires to happen. And
the reason that fuel remains so abundant? It’s a combination of California’s historical policy and current climate.
In the early 1900s, the Forest Service implemented a
policy of no-exceptions fire suppression, characterized by
the iconic Smoky Bear. However, Gathany said, fires are not
only a natural part of the California ecosystem, but an essential one. Small, periodic fires can clear shrubs and brush,
keeping fuel to a minimum and preventing larger blazes
from appearing later.
The Forest Service moved away from that policy in the
mid-1980’s, focusing on minimizing and containing fires
rather than extinguishing them immediately. However,
Gathany said California may still be experiencing the last
knock-on effects of the old, misguided fire suppression
practices.
“We’re still in that fire return interval for a lot of these
places that have been impacted by that fire suppression activity,” Gathany said. “So there’s a lot more fuel than would be
typical, so we should expect some more damaging fires than
as would be typical as we’re sort of coming out of that phase.”
According to this explanation, there may be hope that
in future years, once the fires have run their course, there
may be a return to normal levels or even a decrease in fire
activity. However, there is a second component to the sever-

ity of fires: the California drought. According to Gathany,
the accumulated effect of so many dry years in a row may
have combined with the higher-than-average temperatures
of 2018 to produce this worse-than-average year of fires.
“California’s been in a pretty consistent drought phase
for the last one or two decades, so that’s been accumulating,”
Gathany said. “There are cycles to these things, and I know
we have things tipping the scales with climate change too,
things that make it not certain if we ever come out of this
drought phase or if this is just the new normal for them.”
In the western United States, it is not rain that brings
the much-needed water supply, but snow. According to
weather records, from May through August, Los Angeles
received exactly zero days of rain, and this is not unusual
for the region. Instead, California relies on meltwater from
mountain snow, which filters into reservoirs to supply the
cities.
“If there’s no snow there’s no snowpack, there’s no
melt, there’s no reservoir,” Gathany said. “That’s why they
watch the weather really carefully over the winter in particular. It doesn’t really rain in the summer to speak of, but it’s
the snow that melts in.”
Though the dry climate, abundant fuel and coastal
winds are what consistently allow fires to catch and spread
quickly, the actual spark that starts a fire can come from
a variety of sources. Fires can start because of lightning
strikes or other natural causes, but more often, Wilkinson

said, it is human sources that initiate the blazes, intentionally or accidentally.
Wilkinson described one situation in which an overheated car pulled over in a secluded, heavily wooded area, then
exploded, starting a blaze. Fires have also been caused by
sparks from a hammer strike and other accidental sources.
Sometimes, however, fires are not so accidental. While
it’s hard to verify the source of a spark, arson has been
linked to several of California’s fires. During particularly
bad fire seasons, arsonists are often emboldened to be even
more active, because firefighters are spread thinner across
the region.
“I think trouble brings trouble,” said Wilkinson. “For
people … who love fire, when they see a fire they think it
would be cool to then distract firemen and start another fire,
or just start one because that’s what brings them pleasure.”
However, despite the disasters back home, Wilkinson
expressed hope and trust in God’s faithfulness.
“Fires are gonna happen; it’s definitely something you
live with,” Wilkinson said. “It’s hard a little bit, but, I don’t
know, you kind of always go back to God being in control,
and controlling the controllables.”
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Breanna Beers is a sophomore molecular and cellular biology major and the interim off-campus news editor for Cedars. She loves exercising curiosity, hiking new trails, and
quoting “The Princess Bride” whether it’s relevant or not.
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Students on Mission
Cedars explores how students used their talents for missions over the summer
by Breanna Beers

E

very year Dr. Thomas White (jokingly?) threatens seniors with a
withheld diploma if they attempt to
walk across the stage at graduation without
having gone on a missions trip during their
1,000 days at Cedarville. This summer, students from several majors had the chance
to fulfill that goal and minister across the
globe using their specific fields of study.
These trips allowed students the chance
to see how their unique skills and professions could be applied in a ministry context. Ahna Mellinger, a sophomore theatre
design major who helped run drama camps
at an international school in Penang, Malaysia, described how just being a Christian in
theater is its own form of ministry.
“Theater isn’t all what you see in New
York,” Mellinger said. “There’s another side
to theater — there’s just having fun and being with each other and learning about a
different culture, maybe through a character
or, like we did, through visiting other places
and helping them. For me, theater is about
relationships and learning about people ...
the friendships that you form and the family
that you become by the end of the show.”
These trips provided students a unique
opportunity to see how their skills could be
used in other cultures. Mackenzie Mayse, a
senior nursing major who served in various
clinics in Honduras, described how working
in a different culture could bring challenges
and frustrations.
“The cultural differences were very
hard,” Mayse said. “The culture is very different. Everything is very laid-back and
chill. They view time very differently there.”
She described waiting in a lobby for
hours before a clinic was ready to receive the
team, a driver who arrived to pick them up 45
minutes later than requested and still needed
to refuel, and a clinic that didn’t want to say
no to the students coming in, which led the
team to come in to work on a day the clinic
was closed. However, Mayse also witnessed
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Photo provided by Global Outreach
Senior nursing majors Abigail Brighton (left) and Mackenzie Mayse unload medicines at a mobile clinic in Honduras.
how cultural variances could allow a different type of ministry than would be possible
in an American hospital, shifting her view of
what nursing could be.
“They’re very open to spiritual conversation there,” Mayse said. “It’s not like an
American hospital where that’s kind of a
banned topic. We had some cool opportunities to pray for patients at the clinic. Nursing is more than being just task-oriented;
the relationship-building part of it is equally
important too. Honduras does a really good
job of caring for all aspects of the person, instead of just what appears to be wrong with

them. There’s more to a person than just
their high blood pressure.”
While Honduran culture allowed greater freedom for spiritual conversations, students in some other countries had to be
more cautious due to cultural barriers to
Christianity. Meghan Largent, a junior English major who ministered to local children
through an ESL camp in Italy, described
how Italian culture was less favorable to
open Christian ministry.
“It’s all heavily Catholic over there, so
[Protestant] Christianity is seen as a cult,”
said Largent. “So they can’t be as outspoken-

ly Christian around non-believers. It’s like as
Christians sending your kids to a Jehovah’s
Witness camp. You don’t want them trying to
influence your kids with Jehovah’s Witness
doctrines, but if it’s just a fun day camp teaching them English. So it was more working and
teaching them about Christ by example rather than specific Bible-related things, because
[the directors] are still working to build community and relationship right now.”
Whitney O’Brien, a senior business
management major who presented leadership seminars to community leaders in
southern India, had to be similarly sensitive
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to the combination of Christians, Hindus,
and other religious views in her audience.
“We strove to be as respectful as possible when presenting,” said O’Brien, “being
sure that we would clearly explain the biblical examples included with the leadership
principles themselves, but never in a way
that would imply we looked down on them
for their differing beliefs.”
O’Brien also found the trip valuable for
exposing her to the way business is practiced
differently in different societies, opening
her eyes to how her field of study might be
adapted depending on the culture in which
it is practiced.
“In the US there is one cashier for checkout, whereas in India there are six or seven
people doing an elongated process of the same
job,” said O’Brien. “Also, respect is viewed as

mandatory in India, which makes the process
for an employee getting information to and
from their supervisor a long process.”
Abigail Krakora, a junior theatre performance major who went to Malaysia with
Mellinger, had a similar experience when it
came to theater.
“The thing that surprised me is that
there’s not a lot of opportunities to do theater in other places of the world,” said Krakora. “So in America, we just have community
theaters everywhere, and they have none. So
they have their high school drama and then
they have street performance, which is a
completely, completely different everything.
So that was pretty interesting, to just see how
the rest of the world does theater — or how
sometimes they simply don’t.”
While students were able to experi-

Photo provided by Global Outreach
Abigail Krakora (left) and Ahna Mellinger (right) instruct students in Malaysia in various
aspects of theatre, including dance and stage combat.
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ence new cultures, gain experience in their
professions, and pass on their skills to others, the ultimate goal of these trips never
left their minds: to serve the Lord with the
unique abilities and opportunities He gave
to them, and to be faithful to the call of the
gospel. Jared Klimek, a senior engineering
major who installed water pumps in Bolivia, described how the experience opened
his eyes to what long-term missions might
actually look like, despite only being in the
country for 12 days.
“My favorite part of the trip was seeing what being a missionary would be like,”
Klimek said. “The missionary we were with
intentionally gave us opportunities to do
things that he did when he was first becoming a missionary, even just going out and
buying food at the store even though you

don’t really know too well how to speak the
language. You have to just kind of figure
it out. So that was really eye-opening and
something that I’ve never experienced that
much on a mission trip before.”
Global Outreach will have information
tables for spring break trips in the upper
SSC from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m.
on Tuesday, Oct. 2, and Wednesday, Oct.
3. Students are welcome to apply online at
any time.
Breanna Beers is a sophomore molecular
and cellular biology major and an off-campus news editor for Cedars. She loves exercising curiosity, hiking new trails and
quoting “The Princess Bride” whether it’s
relevant or not.

Photo provided by Global Outreach
Jared Klimek (right) and other students help install a water pump in Bolivia.
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Top 5 Movies of Summer 2018
by Nathan Robertson

T

his summer provided many strong movie options. We saw the return (albeit 12 years too late) of the adored superhero family in “Incredibles 2.” Action movies were strong with the
latest movies in the Mission Impossible, Marvel, and Jurassic World series. This summer also had a surprisingly healthy showing of documentaries, two of which are featured in
this list. So without further ado, these are my top five movies of summer 2018.
No movies with an “R” rating are included in this list.

5. Three Identical Strangers (PG-13)
Imagine going to college to begin your freshman year. You arrive on campus and people begin waving to you, asking about your summer as if they already know you. Through a series of events, you come to find out that those people were mistaking you for someone else,
someone who looked a lot like you. Imagine then that you find out you have two identical brothers that you never knew about.
“Three Identical Strangers” tells the true story of identical triplets, Robert, Eddy, and David, who were separated at birth but reunited
after almost 20 years. All of this information is covered in the first five minutes of the movie. The real plot kicks in when they discover why
they were separated. This documentary is not only a fascinating look at an almost unbelievable story, but it also serves as a compelling
prompt to consider what it is that makes us who we are. Where do morals come into play when attempting to understand the strange ways
that humans function and develop? How much influence does family have in dictating the person a child will become? Does anyone have a
right to tamper with a human life? All of these questions are explored in this riveting story of three brothers searching for answers.

Currently in theaters / Available online Oct. 2

4. Ant-Man and the Wasp (PG-13)
Every kid who said, “I want to see Ant-Man!” when it came out was met with a fairly unanimous response from parents: “What
the heck is Ant-Man?” While Ant-Man is an incredibly important character in Marvel Comics history, not many people would jump
to say they were on “Team Ant-Man.”
Earlier this year, “Thor: Ragnarok” set a precedent for the kind of high spectacle humor and action Marvel is moving toward,
and “Ant-Man and the Wasp” continues on that same track. Somehow, Marvel manages to succeed with every film, no matter how
offbeat or obscure the heroes are. “Ant-Man and the Wasp” is no exception. Now that some familiarity has been built in the previous
“Ant-Man” movie, Paul Rudd returns as the quick-witted thief-turned-hero, thanks to the brilliant mind of Dr. Hank Pym (Michael
Douglass) who created a suit with the ability to shrink to microscopic size. Pym’s daughter, Hope, (Evangeline Lily) has now joined
the list of heroes with a suit of her own. The chemistry between Rudd and Lily is a joy to watch, and with an already established
character, “Ant-Man and the Wasp” doesn’t get weighed down trying to explain an origin story.

Currently in theaters / Available on Netflix and online soon
Photo from IMP Awards
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3. Incredibles 2 (PG)
The first Incredibles movie ended on a perfect note: a new villain threatening the world, now facing off against the united Parr family.
Fans were excited for the sequel a couple years later.
14 years later.
With other Pixar sequels coming out left and right, some people were upset it took so long (myself included), while others were just
glad it was finally here. However, because Pixar waited so long, they had 14 years worth of hype to live up to. The end result does not disappoint. “Incredibles 2” finds the Parr’s facing a new challenge, living a life in hiding. After saving the world in the previous film, the Parr
family is outlawed by the government because of their powers and the threat they bring to humanity. From that obstacle springs a movie
all about family, and what it means to make sacrifices to protect and care for those you truly love. Along with the unique storyline, the
movie offers an incredible display of animation technique and voice talent. “Incredibles 2” is a great summer movie for the entire family.

Currently in theaters / Available online Oct. 23

Photo from IMP Awards

2.Mission Impossible: Fallout (PG-13)
The Impossible Mission Force is back, this time on their greatest mission yet. Watching this movie warrants a series of “how in the world
did they do that?” reactions. From the HALO jump in a lightning storm, to mustached Henry Cavill feeling the need to “reload” his arms
during a fist fight, to an insane helicopter sequence, “Mission Impossible: Fallout” offers a unique movie experience that is a joy to watch.
Like the “Fast and Furious” series, the “Mission Impossible” movies have never been as much about plot as they are spectacle. But what
does “Mission Impossible” have that other action franchises don’t? The answer: Tom Cruise and his never-ending over-the-top stunts. While
other well known Hollywood faces sometimes look for opportunities to help out smaller independent projects, Cruise has always been a part
of the huge multi-million dollar blockbusters. What’s even more impressive is the fact that he performs his own stunts. Many people thought
Cruise had reached his peak after “Mission Impossible: Ghost Protocol,” when he scaled the Burj Khalifa in Dubai. To him however, that just
meant another challenge. In this movie alone, Cruise performed a HALO jump, broke his ankle and learned to fly a helicopter just for the
movie. That’s dedication.
If nothing else, “Mission Impossible: Fallout” serves as a fun ride and a mind-blowing display of incredible stunt work.

Currently in theaters / Available online in Nov.
Photo from IMP Awards

1. Won’t You Be My Neighbor? (PG-13)

It’s difficult to put into words how powerful this documentary is. Mr. Rogers and his show “Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood” is fairly well known among past and current generations. What many people don’t realize, though, is why.
“Won’t You be My Neighbor” explores the life of Mr. Rogers and what made him and his show so special. From arguing in court for the continued existence of public television, to breaking racial barriers in the midst of the Civil Rights
Movement, Mr. Rogers cared about people and found beauty in the opportunity to help children find their value. The
documentary examines how Mr. Rogers incorporated pieces of himself in his show, while simultaneously encouraging
kids and adults alike that they are special in their own way. This documentary is an opportunity to start a conversation
about the way we treat others and what it really means to have a life well lived.

Currently available on Amazon Video and iTunes
Photo from IMP Awards
Nathan Robertson is a senior broadcasting and digital media major and a writer for Cedars. He is an avid film watcher, an open-minded music lover and a devoted Netflix binger.
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Cory Brookins: Here for a Second
by Daniel Garcia

D

uring his time in Cedarville’s theatre department, Cory Brookins has
always been motivated by one passion — people.
For as long as he remembers, the stage
has been an integral part of Brookins’ childhood.
“When I was maybe 5, I had the entirety of ‘Cats’ the musical’s lyrics and choreography memorized,” he said.
Despite first entering Cedarville undeclared in 2016, he soon found himself
drawn to the theatre department and became a theatre design major.
Brookins fell in love with the technical,
behind-the-scenes part of theater. His time
as an actor during “Ken Ludwig’s Baskerville: A Sherlock Holmes Mystery” gave him
an immense respect for the part actors play
in every production. Nonetheless, he found
his place among the people who work away
from of the spotlight as master electrician
for multiple plays.
Brookins said he had an experience before coming to Cedarville that helped him
understand theater. He recalls attending a
performance by a group called Stone Soup
Shakespeare, a team consisting of seven
performers who set up two ropes in a park
and used a tall tree as their backstage. Using
only a few props and costumes, they showed
Brookins what theater looked like reduced
to its bare minimum.
From the tiny production in the park
to flashy and glamorous Broadway musicals, Brookins said it requires everyone doing their part for the play to come together.
Brookins said this collaborative aspect
of theater is a big part of what it means to
be a Christian.
“There’s this massive bigger picture,”
he said. “I’m just here for a second.”
He said that Cedarville exemplifies this,
because it’s evident that everyone is working together to bring glory to God.
Brookins’ dedication to bringing glo-
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Photo by Lauren Jacobs
Cory Brookins is a junior theatre major at Cedarville University who has a passion for people,
the stage and lighting up those on the stage.
ry to God is evident in his work under Tim
Phipps, technical director for the DeVries
Theatre. Phipps said he appreciates Brookins’ initiative and willingness to be involved.
“A lot of times he’ll come in and say,
‘Hey, what needs to be done?’” Phipps said.
“He interacts really well with his coworkers
[and] with other people that he comes in

contact with. He’s always willing to step up
and get done what needs to be done, even
when it’s hard or time consuming or he
doesn’t feel like it.”
Brookins said his passion for theater
is also fueled by the unique connection between performers and audience.
“It’s this opportunity to just have this
complete relationship with the people

you’re telling the story to,” Brookins said.
He also said the audience can influence how
well a particular show does; a good audience
can make it feel bigger and more energetic,
while a bad audience can make it feel like an
obstacle to overcome.
Besides making each show unique,
Brookins said that the constant interaction
with the audience also provides a special
advantage for showing the love of God to
others. Plays like Cedarville’s recent production of “The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe” have a chance to impact people’s
lives and spark conversations between actors and their audience that may not occur
otherwise.
After graduating from Cedarville, Brookins plans to work in dramaturgy or artistic
management, but his specific plan doesn’t
involve any particular kind of job. Rather, his
goal is for his day-to-day interactions to point
others toward Christ, no matter what he does.
“I’m hoping that whatever I do, I can
set an example for coworkers, for neighbors, for anyone,” he said.
Phipps said he already sees this future.
He said Brookins has grown in autonomy
and trustworthiness and won’t be easy to
replace once he graduates.
“There won’t be another Cory,” Phipps
said.
Brookins’ goals for the future are the
same as his goals for his current time at Cedarville.
“It’s all centered around the idea of
bringing glory to God through our art,” he
said.
Whether that means performing onstage, behind-the-scenes or at a regular office job, his passion will always be to play his
part in the massive collaboration that tells
the most important story.
Daniel Garcia is a junior computer engineering major and a writer for Cedars. He
likes chocolate milk, the Metric System, and
pretending he knows more than he really
does about comic books.
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A Culture of Community
SCAB relaunches Thursday Night Live with a brand-new mission
by Katie Milligan

T

he Student Center Activity Board is revamping a
Cedarville tradition this year: Thursday Night Live
is returning to campus to help strengthen student
community.
Thursday Night Live (TNL) was formerly headed by
the Student Government Association and occurred every
Tuesday and Thursday night. It also used to include the Interruption, a concert in which various student bands performed.
This year, however, the Student Center Activity Board
(SCAB) has compiled a student team to recreate this campus
tradition and to give students a break during a busy week.
Graham Benefiel, a junior and high school education
major, is the student director of TNL. He has been involved
with SCAB since last year.
“The goal [of TNL] is to provide entertainment and a
break where students can come in, with whatever stress or
classes are going on, and not worry about anything, just be
entertained,” Benefiel said.
Unlike the Interruption, which was primarily music-based, TNL’s entertainment will be varied. TNL also
differentiates itself from SGA’s Tuesday night event, Coffee
and Community. While Coffee and Community’s purpose is
to spark deep discussions, TNL seeks to provide a relaxing
and refreshing time.
Additionally, the team includes senior communication
major Lexi Baird, a student executive for SCAB. She has
been deeply involved in Student Life Programs throughout
her Cedarville years.
“Event planning is one of my passions, and so is being
able to do more events that help create campus culture,” she
said.
The team is led by Brian Burns, the director of campus
experience and the original creator of TNL.
“TNL is a destination. We are very much in the beginning stages,” Burns said. “We just need to breathe some new
air into it.”
TNL will occur every Thursday night throughout the
school year from 7-9 p.m. in Stinger’s. The restaurant’s renovations and technology make it the ideal location.
The premiere of TNL opened with a bang: on Sept. 6,
TNL partnered with the Center for Apologetics and Dr. Dan
DeWitt to host Flame, a professional Christian rapper and
speaker.
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Another night to mark on the calendar is Oct. 11: TNL is teaming with Global Outreach for a prayer and worship
night to celebrate the many ministries
here on campus.
Many other exciting activities are
also in the works. Possibilities include a
board game night, trivia night, stand up
comedy, various speakers, live musicians
and dorm productions such as Lawlor
night.
Rinnova will also play a role in TNL.
While discounts are unlikely, there will be
specials available, such as the new Chemex pour-over coffee. Only during TNL,
students can purchase enough coffee for
four people, priced at $10.
Furthermore, TNL hopes to continue last year’s town hall meetings with Dr.
Thomas White and/or other Cedarville
faculty. Burns said White is interested
in pursuing more panel discussions after
the positive response last year.
The SCAB team is searching for possible feature acts; instead of holding open auditions, they
intend use word of mouth to discover hidden talents on
campus. They also plan to attend the upcoming New Student Talent Show to look for potential entertainment.
SCAB invites any student who is interested (or wants
to recommend someone else) to email them at scab@cedarville.edu and include TNL in the subject line.
Benefiel aims to diversify TNL by including a variety of
different talents rather than strictly musicians.
“We have such a diversely talented student population,”
he said. “The goal is to give students a stage where they can
show everyone these cool talents; otherwise, they’re not going to get recognized. I think it’s cool that we can offer that
platform.”
Burns said he realizes that no matter how much marketing SCAB does for TNL, it won’t be a success unless they
can get students excited about supporting each other.
“We’re not going to overly promote it or give drastic
discounts away. People go to events because of people,”
Burns said. “That’s community; that’s what we want to celebrate.”
Baird is already anticipating the lasting impact TNL

Photo courtesy of the Student Center Activity Board
can have.
“We’re the group that gets to help create community,” She said. “It would be really cool to see friendships
formed because they met at a Thursday Night Live, [especially] since we have such a record-breaking freshman
class.”
For Burns, the ultimate objective of TNL is impressing
upon students the lifelong importance of seeking out community.
“I want the student body to know that community
works—authentic, biblical community where we do life together. It’s worth the investment,” he said. “My dream is
that TNL is just a glimpse of what community could be if
you really sought it out.”
To experience this brand-new tradition, come to
Stinger’s on a Thursday night from 7-9 p.m.

Katie Milligan is a sophomore English major. She enjoys
eating pasta, taking Polaroid photos and playing with her
dachshund, Audrey.
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New Look for a New Year
Over the summer, Cedarville renovated the Stevens Student Center to give it a fresh new look

Photo by Scott Huck
Prior to the renovation, the SSC had a pink and purple color scheme with poor signage.

by Madeleine Mosher and Shelby
McGuire

U

nless you’re incredibly unobservant or have somehow managed to avoid Chuck’s for this long, you’ve
probably noticed that the SSC is no longer pink and
purple, but rather white. And gray. And blue. That’s because
it got a makeover during the summer.
Cedarville had been wanting to take on the renovation
for some time, Creative Director Chad Jackson said, but this
summer was a good time to get it done because there were
no other large projects. The Marketing and Communications division, Student Life and Christian Ministries and the
Physical Plant Operations division banded together for the
project. Key people involved were Associate Vice President
for Operations Rod Johnson, Manager of Facilities Services
Dedra Wrigglesworth, Director of Campus Experience Brian Burns and Jackson.
“This is more than just a construction project, it’s a
branding project. It needed to say ‘Cedarville,’” Jackson
said.
To supplement the color scheme of blue, gray and
white, gold will be added in artwork and yet-to-arrive furniture. The furniture could be here by Homecoming, Jackson
said.
In the meantime, take a look at the Yellow Jacket near
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Photo by Lauren Jacobs
The renovated SSC sports bold new colors, a giant yellow jacket and better signage.

Chuck’s. Actually, you’ve probably already noticed it because it’s 20 feet high and about 35 feet wide.
Speaking of Chuck’s, it has new brushed aluminum letters that say, “Dining Hall,” over the entrance. Other places
with matching new identification are the Information Center and the DeVries Theater. There are also new vinyl signs
providing direction to the restrooms.
Some places that never had signs, like the bookstore,
career services, admissions, and the President’s Dining
Room and Library were given some new identification as
well.
Jackson said that they also made campus safety easier
to find by employing a “blue splash” to make it stand out.
Now it’ll be even simpler to report your stolen bike.
The lounges outside Admissions and Career Services
have also been renovated. Outside Admissions, there is a
wall with “1000 Days” lettered on it. Outside Career Services, there’s a blue world map with “CU GO” and a CU GO
logo beside it. Jackson said that the updates to this lounge
will serve to remind students about missions opportunities
and to remind visitors about Cedarville’s committment to
misssions.
The student artwork hanging on the walls is also gone.
Student art galleries will still be set up in the upper SSC
lounges, though there may be less of them because the
changes made to the lighting in the theater lobby could al-

low for displays of artwork there, Jackson said.
The theater entrance’s lighting may have improved, but
it still was designed to have a formal feel, as were the areas
near the President’s Dining Room and Library.
However, Jackson said, “Primarily that building is a
student space, and so I think we would rather have a career
fair happening in there and it feel a little bit more casual
than have a student event in there and feel like we’re doing
it in a formal space.”
Jackson’s goal for the SSC was similar for his goal for
the transformation of the Hive into Stinger’s: He wanted it
to be a place where “students want to be there, want to use
the space, and feel sort of an identity with the school.”
Madeleine Mosher is a sophomore journalism major and a
Campus News Co-editor for Cedars. When she’s not complaining about homework or having a snack, she enjoys
coffee, words and rock ‘n’ roll.
Shelby McGuire is a sophomore journalism major and
Campus News Co-editor for Cedars. She enjoys working
out as well as feeding her caffeine addiction and pretending that she has her life together.
On the next page, you can see what some of your fellow
students think about the new SSC.
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The Devries Theatre entrance before the renovation.

Photo by Scott Huck

“I like the gray and the blue color
scheme that they got going on, I like the new
carpet as well. But I do think that they need to get
new furniture, because now the furniture doesn’t
match the walls or anything, because the furniture’s
still like brown and green and that doesn’t match
the blue and gray.”

“I really like [the renovations], I think it’s a lot
better than what it used to be. I think [the vibe
is] more like, it fits Cedarville better, like with the
Stinger and everything ... the color scheme is more
Cedarville appropriate as opposed to pink.”

Cheyanne Jarvis

Austin Ragan

“I like it, it’s nice. I didn’t really think it was
bad or anything, like I didn’t realize the carpet
needed renovated or anything. I think it clearly
shows like what we’re all about, like the mascot.”

Emily Carson
September 2018

Photo by Lauren Jacobs
After the renovation, the Devries Theatre entrance stands out better and gained the Cedarvile
Crest above it.

“I think it looked amazing, especially on the
way in. I wasn’t sure where I was anymore.
The old colors were pathetic compared to this …
everything’s more spread out, more organized.”

Joel Akers
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Cedarville Welcomes a Record-Breaking
Class of Over 1,000 Students

Everyone leaving chapel at the same time to get to class on time makes for a crowded path going across the bridge and past the BTS.

by Zachary Krauss

T

his year, Cedarville University welcomed over 1,000
freshmen and transfer students to the campus as
they began or continued the journey of college life.
Seniors and freshmen alike could feel the excitement as
students and parents rushed across campus during Getting
Started Weekend.
Kody Ward, a freshman civil engineering major, said
he enjoyed participating in the campus events involved with
Getting Started.
“It’s been really great getting to meet new students and
making new friends,” Ward said. “Being able to just walk
through my dorm and meet people who aren’t even from my
hall and make a new friend is just really cool.”
One of the most exciting and formative times in a
person’s life is their freshman year of college. During this
year, many students will learn to live independently and
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make decisions that will stay with them for the rest of their
lives.
Marcus Waterman, a senior political science major and
involvement director for SGA, said that he remembers the
bustle and excitement of his freshman year well.
“When I came to Cedarville I was expecting things
to change so much; I was expecting things to be really
different,” Waterman said. “It’s all really a continuum,
though. Things change but so much of it is also very similar. It’s such a cool thing being able to see younger people
growing closer to each other already and making connections.”
John Sizer, freshman Spanish and international studies major said that he enjoyed Getting Started Weekend and
getting adjusted to living life on campus.
“I’m super excited about making amazing relationships
and growing closer to God with other students,” Sizer said.
“Something that really stood out to me as how open, wel-

Photo by Carrie Bergan

coming, and friendly everyone seemed to be.”
Students looking back on their freshman year remember a similar enthusiasm. Senior geology major and SGA
chaplain Campbell Bortel said one of the things he was most
excited about as a freshman was chapel.
“Being able to be in a room with 3,000 to 4,000 students and just worship and dive into the Word together is
one of my favorite things about Cedarville,” Bortel said.
This year’s new students and freshmen have a lot more
of Cedarville to experience before their journey is over, but
it seems new students and soon-to-be graduates alike are
all excited to make the class of 2022’s first steps some of
the best.
Zach Krauss is a senior pharmacy/music double major
from central Texas and campus reporter for Cedars. He
loves music, theatre, biology, community and meeting new
people.
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New Pharmacy Supports Downtown
Cedar Care LLC meets community needs and keeps downtown Cedarville thriving

The old hardware store in Cedarville is being transformed into the new Pharmacy.

by Madeleine Mosher

W

hen Glenn Fawcett, owner of the
hardware store on Main Street
in Cedarville, died in December
2017, he had owned the store for about 18
years. Dr. Cliff Fawcett, assistant professor
of nursing at Cedarville and Glenn’s brother,
remembered Glenn’s connections to the community of Cedarville.
“Everyone knew who he was,” Cliff said.
Glenn was Cliff’s elder by 10 years, and
Cliff said that, as a child, he believed Glenn
could do anything. As an adult, Cliff felt the
same way. He described Glenn’s ability to
teach himself new skills, including re-covering a couch, working on cars and building
houses. Glenn owned Riva Construction,
and built around 50 houses in Cedarville
and the surrounding area.
He owned buildings in Cedarville as
well, including the one that houses Beansn-Cream. He renovated them and took care
of them because he cared about Cedarville’s
downtown.
“One of the big things for [Glenn] was
to make downtown a vital and thriving
place,” Cliff said.
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But it wasn’t just the buildings Glenn
cared about — it was the people inside them.
“I had a number of people at his funeral
come up to me and say, ‘You don’t know what
your brother did for me, but, you know, but
he really helped me out this one time, or he
helped me out with this or that,’” Cliff said.
Glenn also went on missions trips and
did construction projects in Africa, the
Ukraine, Paraguay, Colombia and Alaska.
Cliff said that it was his brother’s faith in
God that motivated his actions for others.
“He kinda had this gruff exterior and
if you didn’t know him you would, kind of,
probably be afraid of him. But he was such a
softie on the inside, he had such a heart for
people and serving. I mean, it was remarkable,” Cliff said.
After Glenn died, the Fawcett family
sold the hardware store to Cedar Care, LLC.
Cedar Care is owned by Cedarville University, but is legally separate from it, according to Director of Pharmacy Services and
Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice
Jeb Ballentine. Around the same time that
Glenn died, Clark’s pharmacy in Cedarville
closed, and Cedar Care decided to purchase
the hardware store and start a pharmacy in-

Photos by Macey Wymer

Dr. Clifford Fawcett is happy a pharmacy will fill the space where his
brother’s hardware store once operated.

side the old building.
“When the other pharmacy closed in
town, that left a huge gap in terms of community and care,” said Dr. Marc Sweeney,
dean of the School of Pharmacy and president of the Cedar Care, LLC board.
Cedar Care will not only fill the gap left
by Clark’s, but will also provide hands-on
learning for graduate pharmacy students,
according to Ballentine.
“We want to provide excellent, compassionate healthcare to the community,”
he said.
When the pharmacy opens in December
or January, it will operate as a full-fledged
pharmacy. Graduate pharmacy students,
who will work in the pharmacy as a part of
their academic courses, will be involved in
all parts of it, according to Ballentine. They
will work with licensed pharmacists in filling prescriptions, administering vaccines,
and carrying out medication therapy management sessions.
The pharmacy will also have a community room, where support groups for diabetes can meet. The room will be open for use
by the community as well.
The pharmacy will focus on more than

physical care. Ballentine emphasized the
importance of caring for patients relationally, and Sweeney said that they will serve
all different kinds of people with the goal of
impacting their lives. He said that the pharmacy is a way to love others.
“We wanted to break down the barriers between healthcare and faith, and show
how we can be the hands and feet of Christ
in a pharmacy, use pharmacy as our ministry tool,” Ballentine said.
Cliff said that the Fawcett family feels
pleased with the sale of the hardware building.
He said, “I think that selling the building to the university is a great move because
the pharmacy is definitely needed in town
... that corner is essential to the downtown
thriving because it’s where 42 and 72 come
together and so to have a thriving business
like a pharmacy there is a just a really good
thing.”
Madeleine Mosher is a sophomore journalism major and a Campus News Co-editor
for Cedars. When she’s not complaining
about homework or having a snack, she
enjoys coffee, words, and rock ‘n’ roll.
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Lady Jackets Start Season With New Leadership
by Tim Miller

C

edarville volleyball first-year head
coach Greg Smith could’ve been an
insurance salesman this fall, but
Smith said God led him to Cedarville instead.
Upon leaving Division I Toledo last
winter, Smith struggled to find a fit for his
coaching skills. However, after applying for
the open head coaching position at Cedarville, Smith got the job and will now lead the
Lady Jackets as the seventh coach in program history.
Cedarville has enjoyed a fair amount of
stability at the coaching position, as former
head coach Doug Walters spent 10 years
with the Lady Jackets before accepting a job
with nationally ranked Palm Beach Atlantic
this offseason.
“God led me here,” Smith said. “I’d always wanted to be a part of a Christian university. When Cedarville opened up, I didn’t
know anything about it. It was God’s hand
in all this.”
A successful coach with over 20 years
of Division I experience, Smith enters uncharted territory this season. He is the only
coach on staff, and with no assistant coach,
recruiting, scouting and other responsibilities normally held by assistants fall onto
Smith.
Smith mentioned his student assistant,
Alyssa Beals, has been fundamental in making his life easier and other players have
tried to help pick up the slack.
“We want to help him out as much as
possible,” sophomore setter Sierra Schuitema
said. “Alyssa has been doing a ton for us but
we’re all just trying to take a load off for coach.
Coach has been really patient with us.”
While Smith is the only coach on staff,
there doesn’t appear to be a lack of leadership
this season. The Lady Jackets lost just two seniors from last season, and the bulk of their
production returns for the 2018 journey.
However, Smith said all his players
were freshmen in some ways. Smith is
bringing in a brand new system both offensively and defensively, and with just three
weeks of work in the preseason, the players
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Photo by Tasha Peterson
The team starts their huddle with prayer before ending with a screaming chant, “TEAM!”
must make leaps of progress to be primed
for the season.
“Everything that we’re doing is different,” Smith said. “It’s been a process and it’s
going to continue to be a process to the end
of the season. The girls are being patient
and learning a lot in a short period of time.”
The players have seemed happy with
Smith’s leadership thus far. Multiple play-

ers shared their awe of Smith’s ability to be
a leader both on and off the floor.
“We’re really excited about Coach
Smith,” senior outside hitter Faith Ferris
said. “I think he’s done a great job of leading
us spiritually and volleyball wise. We knew
it would be hard to find someone who was
bold in both.”
Smith expects Ferris and junior hitter

Photo by Tasha Peterson
The Lady Jackets prepare for a team exercise of one-on-six (team limit to be on court). Intensity
of the practice has increased after several warm-ups.

Brooke Blattner to anchor the front line for
the Lady Jackets. Blattner tallied 117 kills
last season as a crucial hitter for Cedarville.
Ferris will step into increased playing time
this season and has been a leader on the
court in practice thus far.
Senior Taylor Wilkerson and sophomore Lauren Willow will have significant
roles this season as hitters as well. Wilkerson totaled 289 kills last season, while Willow broke out for 272 kills in her inaugural
collegiate season.
On the back line, Schuitema returns after
a solid freshman season to help lead the Lady
Jackets. The Grant, Michigan, product served
up 752 assists last season to lead the team.
Smith said sophomore setter Lindsey
Bray will also earn her keep in her second season after producing 509 assists last season.
The Lady Jackets have had a rough
start to the season, but that shouldn’t be a
cause for concern if history says anything.
Cedarville traditionally has started its season in tournaments with teams that are nationally ranked.
From Sept. 8 through the end of the
regular season, the Lady Jackets will have
plenty of chances to whoop up on their
G-MAC rivals. Nineteen of their final 23
opponents reside in the G-MAC, and Cedarville’s final four matches are at home.
Year one for any program will be full
of ups and downs. A new coach and a new
system could throw a team off, but Smith
is confident in his roster after working with
them for a month.
“It’s a really good group of players,”
Smith said. “They are working hard and it
will be exciting to get Callan packed with
fans. Hopefully everyone understands it’s
a process and everyone’s working hard. By
the end of the season, we’re gonna be in a
really good place.”
Tim Miller is a junior marketing major and
sports editor for Cedars. He enjoys having a baby face, knowing too much about
supplemental insurance, and striving to
perfect the optimal combination of Dwight
Schrute and Ron Swanson.
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Feet of the Faithful
Cedarville’s women’s soccer team uses its passion for the sport to witness to childeren in Costa Rica
by Joshua Stevens

E

very four years, the Cedarville women’s soccer team takes the opportunity to go on a missions trip. This
summer the team members visited Costa
Rica where they impacted lives through the
sport they love.
The team left Cedarville on July 26
and returned on Aug. 11. They spent most
of their time in San José, the capitol of Costa Rica. They first visited a school in a poor
area of the city, where they played games
and gave their testimonies.
“This is not something that they always
get to have,” head coach Jonathan Meade
said. “It was amazing to go and spend some
time with the kids.”
The team even used what coach Meade
called the “Wordless Soccer Ball” to share
God’s Word with the kids.
“It had all the different colors on it, like
the wordless book. So, we used that to talk
about the gospel,” he said.
An exciting part of the trip for Meade
and the players was scrimmaging the University of Costa Rica. Before the scrimmage,
Costa Rica’s coach revealed himself to be a
Christian.
“He said, ‘I’ve been praying to have a
Christian team come to us,’” Meade said.
The two teams met later in the afternoon, and the Cedarville players again witnessed to the Costa Rican players.
“The game was over at 12:30, then we
all had a cookout, and some of our players
didn’t leave until 5:30,” Meade said.
Several Cedarville players shared
their testimony, and Costa Rica’s coach
shared his testimony with his girls. At
least eight of his players got saved that
night.
“That was a huge, huge day for us. It
was really exciting,” Meade said.
The women played some other teams in
the area and again were able to share their
testimonies. They explained why they play
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Photo courtesy of Allison Garlock
Goalie Allison Garlock smiles with one of the children the team met in Costa Rica.

Photo courtesy of Allison Garlock
The women’s soccer team spent the summer in Costa Rica witnessing to childeren through soccer.

soccer.
One of the last stops for the team was
an orphanage in the city for teenage girls.
The players used the opportunity to connect
with the orphans. They spent several hours
with the girls, sharing stories and telling the
girls about Jesus.
“We got to really inspire the girls,”
freshman Bethany Alecusan said. “We
showed them that they really do have a future and a hope in Christ.”
The girls at the orphanage loved the
team so much they begged them to come
back. The team got to do just that when they
visited their local school the next day.
Even though the missions trip was
short term, and the team had to come back
to Cedarville, Meade said connections were
made.
“The great thing about short-term mission trips is that a lot of our players became
Facebook or Instagram friends with a lot of
the girls down there, so that relationship
continues,” Meade said.
With their season now underway, the
players can look back on the trip, and find
things that can help them, not only on the
field, but also in their lives. They played
good competition, but that was not their
main focus. What the team wanted to accomplish in Costa Rica was show who their
identity is in.
“It’s not in the game of soccer,” Meade said. “We have a creator, someone who
loves us. It doesn’t matter what our performance is on the field.”
The players also understand why they
took the trip to Costa Rica.
“Soccer is just a form of worship,” Alecusan said.
“We’re worshipping God, and we need
to give Him all the glory.”
Joshua Stevens is a sophomore journalism
major and sports writer for Cedars. He enjoys rooting for the Tennessee Titans and
listening to old-school music.
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Celebrating Labor Day Cedarville Style
Photos by Macey Wymer

The Color Guard group started the parade on Monday, Sept. 3.

Sophomore Joanna Finley helps clean up tables at the pancake breakfast on Saturday
morning at the Cedarville Township Volunteer Fire Department.

Sophomores Cate (left) and Lauren enjoy the pancake
breakfast put on by the Cedarville Fire Department on
Saturday, Aug. 31.

The volleyball team hands out its game schedule during the
parade.

Tom Lowry sits on the edge of his seat at the dunk tank while
another ball is thrown his way.

Sam Passamonte tries to decide which plant to purchase.

